
70 tails, 70 tales, 70 artists, 10 weeks, 1 city, 1 mission
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Resene has everything you need for your decorating project; 
quality colours, paints and wood stains, wallpapers, decorating 
accessories and helpful advice to help you get a superb finish on 
your project, big or small, inside or out. Choose from thousands 
of Resene colours or let Resene create a custom colour for you.  

Resene has been proudly NZ owned and operated since it started 
in 1946 and has been chosen as New Zealand’s Most Trusted Paint 

Brand.  We’re delighted to help make Whale Tales colourful!





WWF is a champion for a healthy ocean. In order for us to fulfil our mission 

of people living in harmony with nature, we must protect and restore the 

mauri (life force) of our ocean. As an island nation, this is vitally important. 

The Pacific Ocean touches each one of our lives - from the food we eat, to 

the beaches we visit, to the clothes we wear, and the cars we drive. It is the 

interconnected link to every nation on earth. We are reliant on the ocean 

for our very survival. However, we have not been careful custodians of this 

gift. Pollution, climate change, plastic, unsuitable practices have all played 

a part in damaging our oceans. Ultimately, if our ocean is not healthy,  

we are not healthy. 

Whale Tales is the story of a healthy ocean. Whales have been singing their 

own stories for generations and now is our opportunity to amplify their voices. 

Whales, a taonga species, are an indicator of a healthy ocean. Unfortunately, 

many of our ocean species, including whales, are facing extinction. So, what 

better way to tell the ocean’s stories than a tail inspired by the endangered 

Bryde’s Whale?

Together, it is possible to protect and restore the mauri of our ocean. It is 

possible to fish sustainably, to find innovative solutions for our changing 

environment, combat climate change, and protect our future so our Aotearoa 

is a place where people live in harmony in nature.

Together, it is possible, to protect and restore the mauri of our ocean. It is 

possible to fish sustainably, to find innovative solutions for our changing 

environment, combat climate change, and protect our future so our Aotearoa 

is a place where people live in harmony in nature. 

We are thrilled to be able to bring these gorgeous tails and sensational stories 

to life through Whale Tales. We are excited to go on this journey with you 

and to be able to secure a better future for our ocean and ourselves. 

Livia Esterhazy
Chief Executive 
WWF New ZealanD

FOREWoRD – LETTER OF INVITATION



In February 2021, a truly immersive experience celebrating Aotearoa, art, and marine 

conservation comes to Auckland. Whale Tales is a public art trail exploring Tāmaki 

Makaurau/Auckland, and you’re invited! 

Whale Tales is presented by WWF-New Zealand in partnership with Wild in Art and 

Auckland Tourism, Events and Economic Development (ATEED). The World Wide Fund 

for Nature (WWF) has championed the conservation of animals and our environment since 

1961. WWF’s goal is people living, and thriving, in harmony with nature. In Aotearoa, their 

work focuses on protecting and restoring the mauri of our ocean, supporting innovation, 

and combating climate change. 

This year, WWF-New Zealand is bringing these themes to life in Auckland through Whale 

Tales. Auckland’s streets, parks, and open spaces will be adorned with 70 individually 

designed and beautifully created whale tails during the Summer/Autumn of 2021. For 10 

weeks they will form a fun, free, family-friendly journey of discovery through the city for 

residents and visitors.

Trail explorers young and old will have fun rediscovering their city - learning about its 

history, people, places, and the artwork itself - getting outside and spending time together 

discovering the tails and the tales they have to tell.

The legacy of Whale Tales will continue long after the fun of the trail has ended. The 

sculptures will be auctioned to raise significant funds for the vital work WWF-New Zealand 

does to look after our oceans and conserve marine life here in Aotearoa, particularly in 

and around the Hauraki Gulf.

BEFORE ALL OF THAT… WE NEED YOU TO BRING THEM TO LIFE!

The whale tail is your three-dimensional blank canvas created by Wild in Art. We need 

you to transform it into something fantastical. Your tail, your vision will be part of the 

Whale Tales art trail and seen by hundreds of thousands of people. 

We are actively encouraging submissions from the local and regional arts community. 

Designs are welcomed in any medium – traditional to new media, fine art to illustrations, 

street art, mosaic, or anything else!

Chapter One   The Story Begins



Chapter TWO

THE JOURNEY
Why Be Involved??

Inspired by Hauraki Gulf resident Bryde’s Whales, the Whale Tales 

art trail is a unique opportunity for Aotearoa’s artists to help create 

a memorable experience for families, communities, and visitors 

over the ten week period.

The popularity of public art events ensures your creativity has a 

mass audience as thousands visit the trail, follow and celebrate it 

via mainstream media and on social media.

Additionally, Whale Tales enables you to connect directly with other 

artists, businesses, NGOs, and the community. As well as play an 

important role in protecting our ocean for whales, and people, for 

generations to come.

“I just love Wild in Art events because I think 
there’s no other platform where I can get my 
work seen by so many people. And for me, my 
work is definitely about taking artwork out 
of the gallery, it being accessible to everyone 
and people noticing artwork on the street.”  

– Jenny Leonard, Artist





The Impact

This spectacular high-profile art trail will deliver significant economic, 

social, and cultural impacts. It will:

• Be one of the largest mass participation public art events ever held 

in Auckland.

• Include 70 large whale tail sculptures, designed by artists, forming a 

trail throughout Auckland.

• Showcase professional and emerging artists, from across Aotearoa.

• Attract more than 280,000 residents/visitors who will actively 

engage with the trail and further exposure to over one million people 

during the 10 weeks of the trail.

• Generate an estimated economic impact of $14 million.

• Engage more than 9,000 school children and young people from 

across Auckland through the Learning Programme.

• Generate over 1.2 million interactions via the Whale Tales  

mobile app.

• Boost civic pride while also promoting health, well-being, and 

environmental awareness.

• Raise over $500,000 to support WWF-New Zealand’s crucial 

conservation work—particularly for projects and partnerships to 

restore and enhance the mauri of the Hauraki Gulf.

Wild in Art

Wild in Art is the leading producer of creative events that transform 

places into free, family-friendly, outdoor art galleries. They believe 

passionately in the importance of creativity and purposefully design 

their events to enable as many people as possible to be involved. 

Since 2008, their art trails have animated cities across the world and 

injected £2.4m into local creative communities. You can see more of 

their work at wildinart.co.uk



Why A WhalE 

Auckland’s Hauraki Gulf/Tīkapa Moana/ Te Moana-nui-ā-Toi is over 

one million hectares of sparkling blue sea. It is home to a wide variety 

of precious marine life, including the magnificent Bryde’s whale—a 

species listed as ‘nationally critical’. 

A baleen whale, belonging to the same group as humpback and blue 

whales, the Bryde’s whale is found in warm temperate and tropical 

oceans around the world. While some populations migrate with the 

seasons, the Hauraki Gulf is one of the few places in the world where 

these whales live year-round. 

With a large smoky-grey back, three prominent ridges in front of their 

blow-holes, and a distinctively hooked dorsal fin, Bryde’s Whales are 

a common sight in the coastal waters around the Hauraki Gulf/Tikapa 

Moana/Te Moana Nui a Toi. They feed close to the surface, and are 

often seen amidst shoals of fish or krill. They rest near the surface at 

night making them vulnerable to ship strikes.

With only an estimated 140 – 250 remaining, these unique whales are 

at risk of disappearing from our local waters forever. 

?



An Indicator of a Healthy Ocean 

Baleen whales form a major link in the marine food chain. Despite 

being among the largest marine mammals in the ocean, they feed 

on vast quantities of the smallest marine creatures. These whales 

are also highly vulnerable to human activities in the ocean. Threats 

include collisions with ships, noise pollution, reductions in habitat 

and prey availability, pollution from land and from marine activities, 

unsustainable fishing practices and climate change.  Because our land 

and marine environments are interconnected, we must do a better 

managing activities on both land and in water.  Healthy, and thriving, 

whale populations are a sign our oceanic ecosystems are also healthy 

and thriving. 

A Tale to Tell

Whales connect us with a number of important and inspirational 

themes:

• Whale Tales amplify the voices of our marine taonga through 

sculptures inspired by the tail of the Bryde’s whale—a symbol for a 

healthy ocean. 

• Like whales, Auckland is vulnerable to the physical impacts of 

environmental degradation and climate change. Whale Tales will 

educate trail explorers on these issues while illustrating the steps 

they can take to make a positive difference for people, and the 

environment. 

• Whales, significant to Māori, are connected to many iwi through 

whakapapa and play an important role in storytelling.  Residents 

and visitors alike will be able to, through Whale Tales, connect with 

Te Ao Māori – an essential part of our nation’s heritage.



• Many whales are migratory. Migration is the story of Aotearoa 

and the people and communities who make up the rich tapestry of 

Auckland today. Whale Tales provides an opportunity to celebrate 

our diversity, our migration journeys, and our connections to other 

places near and far.

• Whales are everywhere in the marine environment and yet they are 

mysterious! It’s not until we see them breach, expel air through their 

blowholes, or a flash of fluke or tail that we become aware of their 

presence. A bit like a sculpture trail, really!

• The behaviour of whales has endeared them to humans, like few 

other species on earth. They learn, communicate, and socialise as we 

do. These gentle giants are a symbol of community, strength, hope, 

and fun.



TIMELINE

Whale Tales  
Launch Event

A call for partners,  
artists and schools  

to get on board.

ARTIST INVITE

An invitation to 
submit a design.

Whale Tales live 
in Auckland City

The trail is live. 70 
completed whale tails 

are on display in various 
locations throughout 

Auckland.

FAREWELL WEEKEND 
& AUCTION

When the trail 
concludes, a special 

farewell weekend event 
will be held in Auckland. 

Finally, the sculptures 
will be sold at auction, 
with the funds raised 

supporting WWF-
New Zealand’s crucial 

conservation work.

11 February 
2020

20 March  
2020

1 February – 18 April  
2021

30 APRIL – 3 MAY 2021 
2021



ART SUBMISSIONS CLOSE

Designs must be received, 
via the Whale Tales website, 

no later than 11:59pm 
(NZST)

ART SELECTION 
EVENT

Project sponsors, partners, 
and stakeholders attend 
a private showcase event 
to view and select their 

favourite design

Whale tails created 
by artists

Sculptures decorated by 
artists, community groups, 

and schools

ARTIST DELIVERY 
CONCLUDES

All sculptures to be 
completed by this date. 

Please be mindful of 
your prior commitments 

before submitting a 
Whale Tales design 

proposal.

1 June 
2020

16 July 
2020

August – November 
2020

30 November 
2020



JOIN THE ADVENTURE
How it works

From March - June 2020 businesses, organisations, community groups, 

and education institutions are invited to sponsor a blank whale tail. 

Artists are invited to submit designs to transform the blank sculpture into 

a stunning artwork. Artist submissions are then presented to sponsors to 

select their favourite. Successful artists are commissioned to bring their 

design to life with their sculpture.  

Schools across Auckland will have the opportunity to adopt, design, 

and paint their own smaller whale tail sculpture while taking part in the 

Whale Tales learning programme. Their classroom creativity will become 

one of the art trail masterpieces and afterward, theirs to keep. 

There may also be an opportunity for community groups and organisations 

to work with artists to decorate a whale tail with artwork to reflect their 

stories and environments.

Chapter THREE



Get Involved

Artists are invited to submit a design based on the template provided. 

Subject to being approved by a curation panel, your design will be included 

in the Whale Tales Design Portfolio to be presented to sponsors. Sponsors 

then have the opportunity to select a tail design from the Portfolio. If your 

design is selected, you will then be commissioned to apply that design to 

a sculpture.

A small number of artists may also be commissioned directly by a sponsor 

or community group to create a bespoke design to help them realise their 

vision for a sculpture.

If you are commissioned, you will receive an honorarium of $1,500 upon 

completion of your artwork.

Your work will be recognised across all printed material and other related 

event collateral, including - the sculpture’s plaque, official trail map, 

website, and mobile app.

Once completed, these tails will be dotted across the city - on streets, 

parks, and open spaces - forming a free 10-week art trail from February-

April 2021. Residents and visitors will be able to explore the trail using a 

bespoke Whale Tales map and mobile app which will help them navigate 

around the city, discover new places, and unlock exciting rewards and 

discounts provided by sponsors.

The Whale Tales legacy continues long after the fun of the trail has ended. 

In May 2021, the  sculptures will be auctioned to raise significant funds 

for the vital work WWF-New Zealand does to look after our oceans and 

conserve marine life here in Aotearoa, particularly in and around the 

Hauraki Gulf.



Design  Materials

Things you should bear in mind while planning your design:

• You may submit up to two designs. 

• Please be mindful of your prior commitments before submitting 

a Whale Tales design proposal, or multiple proposals. The artist 

delivery date cannot be extended. In the event of both your 

designs being selected by sponsors, you will need to deliver both 

within this timeframe.

• We will require you to sign our standard copyright agreement for 

each design.

• When planning your designs, they must be appropriate for public 

display; the audience will be wide ranging and of all ages. Designs 

overtly religious, political, or sexual in nature will not be accepted. 

Additionally, corporate logos or advertising are not allowed.

• We cannot accept designs which infringe on third party intellectual 

property, e.g. Star Wars, Disney, etc.

• As the official Paint and Colour Partner of Whale Tales, Resene 

will provide each artist of a large whale tail with Resene premium 

paint, brushes, Resene Hot Weather Additive, Resene Brushing 

Additive, Primer, Resene Clearcoat UVS or Resene Uracryl 

GraffitiShield, and a Resene logo drop cloth. A Paint Supply 

Letter will be provided to all commissioned artists, who will then 

be able to collect the supplies they require from their local Resene 

ColourShop.



How to submit your design

Please use the whale tail templates provided to create your design. 

Please visit whaletales2021.org to complete the Artists Submission 

Form and upload your design.

• Your submissions must be completed online by 11:59pm (NZST) 

on 1 June 2020.

• Designs must be in PDF or JPG format in high resolution.

• Attachments must not exceed a file size of 2MB.

• WWF-New Zealand is unable to return any designs submitted.
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CHAPTER FOUR

ART TRAIL FAQs
Who is eligible to be involved

This project is open to all artists, amateur or professional. Artist 

collaborations are also welcome to apply. 

Artists who are not based in the Auckland area will be responsible for any 

costs incurred getting to and from Auckland to paint their sculpture, and 

while in Auckland, and/or transporting their whale tail to and from their 

home location.

Is there an entry fee

No. Each artist may submit up to two designs free of charge.

How will artists be paid

WWF-New Zealand will award commissioned artists with an honorarium 

of $1500 plus GST (if applicable). This will be paid on the completion 

of the finished artwork, subject to sign-off, and all relevant paperwork. 

Payment will be made within 28 days working days of receipt of invoice.

WWF-New Zealand reserves the right to withhold any fee payable to an 

artist in connection with the event if, in its sole opinion, the quality of the 

finished work provided falls below that which can reasonably be expected 

for public display and/or is substantially different from the design  

you submitted.

The whale tail remains, at all times, the property of WWF-New Zealand 

and must be returned in good order. If the whale tail is returned unfinished 

by you, or deemed irreparable due to damage while in your possession, 

you shall be charged the full replacement cost of the whale tail. In such 

circumstances, WWF-New Zealand reserves the right to withhold any fee 

payable to an artist in connection with the event.

?

?

?



What are the whale tails made of

The Bryde’s Whale inspired whale tail has been designed to act as a 3D 

blank canvas to enable you to bring your own unique work to life on its 

surface. Each whale tail is made of reinforced fibreglass and finished in 

white primer. The approximate dimensions and specifications are:

• Height: 1700mm

• Width: 1800mm

• Weight: 40kg

Are there any design restrictions

Concepts may reflect the themes of the Whale Tales event, but will not 

be required to align with any specific theme. Successful public art trails 

generally contain a variety of works that appeal to a variety of viewers. 

Diversity of submissions is encouraged. However, please keep the 

following considerations in mind:

• The tone of the art trail is about community, participation,  

and celebration. 

• Your design should be appropriate for public display and have the 

ability to engage a broad audience of all ages, attracting people’s 

attention through reflection, evocation and/or amusement. Designs 

overtly religious, political, or sexual in nature will not be accepted. 

Additionally, corporate logos or advertising are not allowed.

• We cannot accept designs which infringe on third party intellectual 

property, e.g. Star Wars, Disney, etc.

• Your sculpture will be finished with a waterproof, non-yellowing 

protective graffiti varnish supplied by Resene.

?

?



Are there any restrictions on materials

As the official Paint and Colour Partner of Whale Tales, Resene will provide 

each artist of a large whale tail with Resene premium paint, brushes, 

Resene Hot Weather Additive, Resene Brushing Additive, Primer, Resene 

Clearcoat UVS or Resene Uracryl GraffitiShield, and a Resene logo drop 

cloth. A Paint Supply Letter will be provided to all commissioned artists, 

who will then be able to collect the supplies they require from their local 

Resene ColourShop.

While we welcome all art forms, experience has taught us that collage 

and/or sticking paper or paper-based products onto the sculpture does 

not prove as effective as painting or mosaics. Please consider this before 

submitting your design and be aware most of the sculptures will be 

positioned outside for 10 weeks and exposed to Auckland’s weather.

Can I paint my whale tail in my own studio

Subject to availability, a painting space in Auckland will be provided for 

you to bring your whale tail to life. Should you wish to paint in your own 

studio, you will be responsible for collection and delivery while ensuring 

your whale tail is not damaged in the process. Please be aware of the size 

and weight of the sculptures when considering this option.

In the unlikely event we are unable to provide a painting space for you, 

the arrangements and costs of transportation of the sculpture will be 

discussed on a case-by-case basis.

Can I change my whale tail s shape

Artists may alter the basic sculpture shape but, if doing so, must ensure 

the finished work remains structurally intact. Only artists experienced 

in working with fibreglass are recommended to submit designs that use  

this process.

?

?

?
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Remember the public will touch and interact with your sculpture! 

Therefore, any attachments must be robust and able to withstand this 

handling (including, potentially, the weight of an adult), not be likely to 

cause any injury, and must be durable in an outdoor environment.

When placed on the trail, each sculpture is bolted to a concrete plinth 

using fixings. Artists must keep the base area of the sculpture clear of any 

attachments.

Do I need to be present when my sculpture is installed 

No, you do not need to be present when your sculpture is installed.

How will my whale tail be maintained

All care of Whale Tales sculptures will be managed by the Whale Tales Art 

Coordinator. In the event a whale tail requires a touch-up, due to being 

outdoors, the artist will be contacted and offered the first opportunity to 

repair their artwork. If the artist is unavailable, WWF-New Zealand will 

select another third party to complete the work on the artist’s behalf.

Any questions

Please email Whale Tales Art Coordinator

Lucy Moore: lmoore@wwf.org.nz

For all non-artist related queries regarding Whale Tales

please email whaletales@wwf.org.nz 

?

?

?



Terms and Conditions

1. The project is open to all artists, amateur or professional.

2. You may submit up to two applications.

3. All terms and conditions in the Artist Submission form a part of the agreement between you and 
WWF-New Zealand in connection with Whale Tales and by submitting your work you are agreeing to 
be bound by all terms and conditions in the Submission Form.  

4. You must be the sole author and owner of all intellectual property rights of the work entered, or 
if the work is/are not your own in full, you must have sole permission in writing from the copyright 
owner/s to use his/her work. Source material or proof of permission in use of another person’s 
work must be made available on request by the selection panel. WWF-New Zealand does not accept 
liability in the publication of any reproduced art.

5. The design must represent a piece of work that you have the ability to reproduce on a three-
dimensional sculpture.

6. Any additions or modifications to the Whale Tail must be sufficiently strong to maintain structural 
integrity of the sculpture, and must not cause injury.

7. To enter, the work must be received by WWF-New Zealand by the closing date of 1 June 2020. All 
entries must be accompanied by a completed artist Submission Form. 

8. No allowances will be made for work that arrives later than the deadline.

9. Wild in Art and WWF-New Zealand are committed to protecting your personal information 
and not to do anything with your information you wouldn’t reasonably expect. We will ensure that 
we look after your details responsibly – and that any organisation using your information on our 
behalf do the same. All data provided by you may be used by WWF-New Zealand and Wild in Art 
to process your submission, inform you about “Whale Tales” and for marketing, communications 
and evaluation purposes unless you opt out in writing. We don’t and never will sell or pass on any of 
your details to another organisation for them to use for their own purposes. We may, however, use 
third party organisations to help deliver services on our behalf, for example distributing our email 
newsletters or feedback questionnaires, or managing participant lists for our events.

The data obtained from your submission form will be stored and shared in accordance with the 
New Zealand Privacy Act 1993 and the European Union General Data Protection Regulation ((EU) 
2016/679) and any other data protection legislation which may amend or supersede the GDPR.  As 
part of our commitment to privacy and transparency, you can review more information about how we 
collect and use personal information via our privacy notice at www.wildinart.co.uk/privacy-policy 
and www.wwf.org.nz/privacy

10. Copyright and all other IP Rights in the design belongs to and remains with the Artist. However, 
subject to WWF-New Zealand paying all amounts due to the Artist under any final commissioning 
contract, the Artist grants to WWF-New Zealand and Wild in Art an irrevocable royalty free licence 
to use the completed artwork for WWF-New Zealand and Wild in Art’s purposes in connection with 
the Event, Whale Tales.

11. You consent to the use of your work, name and photograph in any promotional material carried 
out by WWF-New Zealand and Wild in Art without any further compensation.

12. Your Work will be reviewed by WWF-New Zealand and Wild in Art prior to being shown to the 
Event Sponsors.

13. Work will be commissioned following confirmation by the Event Sponsors. This decision on all 
matters relating to the Work selected to be used is final. No further correspondence will be entered 
into.

14. Upon commissioning, WWF-New Zealand will enter into a separate contract with you to include 
an agreed schedule and the terms and conditions of engagement.

15. WWF-New Zealand will provide the Whale Tail at no charge to you. If you are not able to paint 
the Whale Tail in the painting space, you will be responsible for the cost of transporting the Whale 
Tail to your studio.



16. You will provide a list of artist materials specifically paint, brand and colours used in the 
application on your Whale Tail.

17. WWF-New Zealand reserves the right to withhold any fee payable to you in connection with 
the event if in its sole opinion the quality of the finished work provided falls below that which can 
be reasonably be expected for public display and/or is substantially different from the design you 
submitted. 

18. The Whale Tail remains at all times the property of WWF-New Zealand and must be returned in 
good order.

19. If the Whale Tail is returned unfinished by you or deemed to be irreparable due to damage while 
in your possession, you shall be charged the full replacement cost of the Whale Tail.

20. WWF-New Zealand will award commissioned artists with an honorarium of $1,500+ GST (if 
applicable). This will be paid on completion of the finished artwork, subject to sign off, and all 
relevant paperwork. Payment will be paid within 28 working days of receipt of invoice.

21. WWF-New Zealand and Wild in Art may from time to time produce facsimiles of the Whale Tail 
in both 2D and 3D form, excluding figurines. For the avoidance of doubt, any agreement reached in 
connection with any facsimile of your design should include any consideration to be paid to you by 
WWF-New Zealand and/ or Wild in Art and require transfer of rights to WWF-New Zealand and 
Wild in Art.

22.  Subject at all times to your agreement, WWF-New Zealand and Wild in Art may produce a 
figurine of the completed structure as part of the Event Merchandise. If your Whale Tail is selected to 
be a figurine, this will be subject to a separate figurine contract and include a royalty fee.

23. Following the event, the Whale Tail will be auctioned to raise money for WWF-New Zealand. 
Artists will be invited to renovate the Whale Tail subject to, if necessary, an agreed additional fee. 

24. By entering your work for consideration to be selected to be used in the Event and for eligibility 
for payment of the honorarium you warrant that you have all required rights and consents to submit 
the work and to allow WWF-New Zealand and Wild in Art to use the work in connection with Whale 
Tales. You also agree to grant an irrevocable royalty-free licence to WWF-New Zealand and Wild in 
Art to use the completed work for the purposes described elsewhere connected with the Event. 





For further information on how to get involved 

please contact the Whale Tales team:

LUCY MOORE

Whale Tales 2021 Art Coordinator

WWF – New Zealand

(027) 221 3791

lmoore@wwf.org.nz

Hannah Prior

Strategic Partnerships Manager

WWF – New Zealand

(021) 477 443

hprior@wwf.org.nz

www.whaletales2021.org

F: facebook.com/whaletales2021

I: @whaletales2021

#whaletales2021


